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Statement of Corporate Governance and Internal Control 
 
The following statement is provided to enable readers of the annual report and accounts of the College to obtain a 
better understanding of its governance and legal structure.  This statement covers the period from 1 August 2023 
to 31 July 2024 and up to the date of approval of the annual report and financial statements. 
 
The College endeavours to conduct its business: 
 
i. in accordance with the seven principles identified by the Committee on Standards in Public Life 

(selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty and leadership); and 
ii. in full accordance with the guidance to colleges from the Association of Colleges Code of Good Governance 

(“the Code”); and 
iii. having due regard to the UK Corporate Governance Code 2018 insofar as it is applicable to the further 

education sector. 
 
The College is committed to exhibiting best practice in all aspects of corporate governance and, in particular, the 
College has adopted and complied with the Code.  The College has not adopted and, therefore, does not comply 
with the UK Corporate Governance Code.  The College has reported, however, on its Corporate Governance 
arrangements by drawing upon best practice available, including those aspects of the UK Corporate Governance 
Code it considers to be relevant to the Further Education sector and best practice.  In addition, the College has 
reviewed any relevant policies and procedures to ensure compliance with the new Managing Public Money 
requirements following reclassification and has established systems and processes to identify and handle any 
transactions for which approval from the Department for Education is now required. 
 
In the opinion of the Governors, the College complies with all the provisions of the Further Education Code of 
Good Governance, and it has complied throughout the year ended 31 July 2024.  The Governing Body recognises 
that, as a body entrusted with both public and private funds, it has a particular duty to observe the highest 
standards of corporate governance at all times.  In carrying out its responsibilities, it takes full account of the 
Further Education Code of Good Governance issued by the Association of Colleges, which it formally adopted in 
May 2024. 
 
The College is an exempt charity within the meaning of Part 3 of the Charities Act 2011.  The Governors, who are 
also the Trustees for the purposes of the Charities Act 2011, confirm that they have had due regard for the Charity 
Commission’s guidance on public benefit and that the required statements appear elsewhere in these financial 
statements. 
  
THE CORPORATION  
 
The Governors who served on the Board during the year and up to the date of signature of this report were as 
follows: 
 
Name 
 

Date of 
Appointment 

Term of  
Office 

Date of 
Resignation 

Status of 
appointment 

Committees  
Served 

Meeting 
Attendance 

Mrs H  
Fordham 

07 November 
2023 
 

4 years   Chair of 
Corporation 
w.e.f. 01 August 
2024 
 
Independent 
Member 
 

Remuneration  
Search  

100% 

Ms L Price  01 November 
2019 
Re-Appointed  
01 November 
2023  
 

4 years   Independent 
Member 
Interim Chair of 
Corporation  
w.e.f 28 June 2023 – 
31 July 2024  

Remuneration  
Search  

85% 

Mrs S-J 
Fletcher  
 

19 October 
2022 

4 years  Vice-Chair of 
Corporation 
w.e.f. 29 October 
2024  
 
Independent 
Member  

Audit and 
Risk 
Assurance 
Remuneration  
 

67% 
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Statement on the College's Regularity, Propriety and Compliance 

As accounting officer, I confirm that the corporation has had due regard to the framework of authorities governing 
regularity, propriety and compliance, and the requirements of the college's accountability agreement, funding 
agreements and contracts with the ESF A and DFE and has considered its responsibility to notify the ESF A of 
material irregularity, impropriety and non-compliance with those authorities and terms and conditions of funding. 

I confirm, on behalf of the Corporation, that after due enquiry, and to the best of my knowledge, I am able to 
identify any material irregular or improper use of funds by the Corporation, or material non-compliance with the 
framework of authorities and the terms and conditions of funding under the college's accountability funding 
agreements and contracts with the ESF A and DFE or any other public funder. This includes the elements outlined 
on the "Dear Accounting Officer" letter of 29 November 2022 and ESF A' s bite size guides. 

I confirm that no instances of material irregularity, impropriety, funding non-compliance, or non- compliance with 
the framework of authorities have been discovered to date. If any instances are identified after the date of this 
statement, these will be notified to the ESF A. 

D Braithwaite 
Accounting Officer 

Date: 3rd December 2024 

Statement of the chair of governors 

On behalf of the corporation, I confirm that the accounting officer has discussed their statement of regularity, 
propriety and compliance with the board and that I am content that it is materially accurate. 

HFordham 
Chair 

Date: 3rd December 2024 
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